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Editorial  

Brig Gen (ret.) Ioannis Galatas, MD, MSc, MC (Army) 
 
Editor-in-Chief 

ICI C2BRNE Diary 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
The situation remains the same: proxy war ï pandemic ï universal unethical stupidity. 
 
War: US Foreign Secretary Anthony Blinken has warned the UN Security Council not to be fooled by calls for a temporary 
or unconditional ceasefire in Ukraine, saying a "just and lasting" peace cannot allow Russia to rest and re-equip. This is 
how he wants to prejudge any country that will want a political settlement of the Ukrainian if the US does not win what it 
is asking for. At the same time, NATO Secretary General G. Stoltenberg in a speech in Estonia declared that China is 
unreliable for talks, adding more fuel to the fire and effectively stopping any peace efforts. This is how they effectively 
terminate China's 12-point peace plan, which Zelensky said he would consider. He probably should have asked first. Who 
cares about peace and lives? For example, Germany announces the possibility of constructing a Rheinmetall Panthr KF51 
super-tanks factory in Ukraine (400 pieces annually) the moment that Defense Minister Boris Pistorius reportedly told 
Social Democrat lawmakers that the army is not capable of repelling an attack and is facing difficulties meeting obligations 
to the NATO alliance! 
British Defense Secretary Ben Wallace said that Moscow must respect international airspace after the United States 
accused the Russian Air Force of shooting down an American drone (MQ-9 Reaper) in the Black Sea. We have not heard 
similar concerns from Britain regarding Turkeyôs repeated violations of Greek National Air Space ... 
 
War clock ð one minute to midnight: Finland (F/A-18 Hornet) vs. Russia; Russia vs. Georgia; Azerbaijan vs. Armenia; 
China vs. Taiwan; Israel vs. Iran. Guess who is the common denominator? Two letters! 
 
NATO: What if all NATO members decide to override Turkeyôs objections and accept Sweden in the alliance ï tomorrow? 
How long this ñJumpò ñHow high?ò will continue? 
 
ICC: Prosecution against V. Putin for war crimes! What about Ukrainian war crimes? It takes two to tango. Recalling 
some previous wars in Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. It would be nice and helpful to open old wounds that never 
healed. On the other hand, there is this ñUS Hague Invasion Actò that complicates things. 
 
Middle East: Everything is changing in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East after the Iran-S. Arabia alignment 
was achieved through Chinese efforts and the tectonic changes continued with the return of Syria to the "Arab family" as 
the UAE gave a grand welcome to Syrian President M. Assad during his visit to the Gulf country. This is a fine example 
of negotiations, goodwill, and a desire for peace. Perhaps they will do the same with suffering 
Lebanon! 
 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/german-army-not-capable-of-defending-country-according-to-minister/2834812
https://www.hrw.org/news/2002/08/03/us-hague-invasion-act-becomes-law
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Iraq: Twenty years since the invasion of the US. The current situation is still a mess ï as always (e.g., Afghanistan) 
 
Artificial intelligence/ChatGPT:  A machine empowered with AI threatens to destroy the world. An anthropoid robot 
(Ameca) was annoyed when a human touched its nose (cover photo). It seems that the new inhabitants of the planet are 
starting to acquire the behavior of their creators. And this means that when humans are lucking ethics then their creations 
will act accordingly. Unfortunately, ethics in cutting-edge technologies like AI is not well defined due to the people involved 
(personal experience with a GCC company). When humans do not care about the consequences of their actions to other 
people why do we expect what they produce will not mirror their creators? 

The Editor-in-Chief 
  

Jack Ma, Founder and Executive Chairman, Alibaba Group 
 

 

G 4 

https://nerdist.com/article/ameca-humanlike-robot-engineered-arts-angry-video/
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Ukraine: U.S. Military Aid Exceeds Costs of Afghanistan  
By Martin Armstrong  
Source:  https://www.statista.com/chart/29375/us-military-aid-to-ukraine-compared-to-past-wars/ 
 
Feb 23 ï Ukraine receives the most military aid from the United States: Since the beginning of the war and as of Jan. 15, 2023, $46.6 
billion in financial aid for military purposes has flowed to the country now at war with Russia. When calculating the average annual 
costs (in 2022 prices) of previous wars in which the United States has been involved in, the true magnitude of the country's Ukraine 
aid expenditure can be seen. As this infographic shows, the payments to Ukraine have already exceeded the annual military 
expenditure of the U.S. in the war in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2010. The U.S. military costs in the Vietnam War, the Iraq War and 
the Korean War were significantly higher - according to calculations by the Kiel Institute for the World Economy as part of its Ukraine 
Support Tracker. 

In the Vietnam and Korean wars, the high usage rate of ammunition and other supplies cost a particularly large amount of money, in 
addition to the wear and tear of equipment and numerous other assets such as the care of the wounded. Further complicating matters 
in each case was the great distance to the theater of operations. Although the U.S. maintained a number of bases in Southeast Asia, 
the large weapons systems and the required replacement components all had to be shipped or flown across the Pacific. In addition, 
a large fleet of aircraft carriers was always deployed off the coast of Vietnam. The numerous missions of the air force also caused 
significant costs. 
In the U.S., criticism of the scale of military aid to Ukraine is already coming from within the Republican ranks. Some of the U.S. 
Republicans in Congress have announced that they intend to block aid to Ukraine. Nevertheless, the day 
after his visit to Kyiv, U.S. President Biden underscored his country's commitment to continued support of 
the Ukrainian war effort. Speaking in Warsaw, Poland, he said: "This is not just about freedom in Ukraine. 

https://www.statista.com/topics/10515/western-military-aid-to-ukraine/
https://www.statista.com/topics/9087/russia-ukraine-war-2022/
https://www.statista.com/topics/10008/us-war-in-vietnam/
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/topics/war-against-ukraine/ukraine-support-tracker/
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/topics/war-against-ukraine/ukraine-support-tracker/
https://www.statista.com/chart/29358/world-leaders-in-ukraine/
https://www.statista.com/topics/2494/poland/


 
ICI  C2BRNE DIARY  ð March  20 23 

 

www.cbrne -terrorism -newsletter.com  

7 

It's about freedom of democracy in general". In addition to the military aid detailed in this infographic, the U.S. has also supplied 
weapons and equipment worth over $5 billion. 
 

Magical Weapons for Ukraine: Lessons from World War I 
By William Astore  
Source: https://www.antiwar.com/blog/2023/02/24/magical-weapons-for-ukraine-lessons-from-world-war-i/ 
 
Feb 24 ï If you read the mainstream media, it would seem the answer to the Russia-Ukraine War, now about to enter its second 
year of mass death and widespread destruction, is weapons of various sorts. Western tanks like the German Leopard and American 
Abrams. Fighter jets like the F-16 produced by Lockheed Martin. If only Ukraine had more tanks, more jets, and the like, they would 
be able decisively to defeat the Russian military, ejecting it from Ukrainian territory, even from the Crimea, so the argument goes.  
As a historian of technology and warfare, Iôve studied this belief in magical weapons. History teaches us that weapons alone usually 
do not determine winners and losers in war. Weapons themselves are rarely decisive, especially when the sides engaged fight 
symmetrically. In such cases, new weaponry often increases the carnage. 
Consider the events of World War I. Various weapons were tried in an attempt to win the war decisively through military action. These 
weapons included poison gas (of various types), tanks, flamethrowers, and submarines, among others. None of these weapons 
broke the stalemate on the Western Front. Countermeasures were found. And World War I dragged on for more than four long years, 
producing hecatombs of dead. 
What did work? In a word, exhaustion. In the spring of 1918, Germany launched massive, last-ditch, offensives to win the war before 
U.S. troops arrived in Europe in large numbers. (The US had entered the war in 1917 but was still mobilizing in 1918.) The Germans 
came close to winning, but when their offensives grounded to a halt, they had little left in the tank to endure Allied counterattacks. 
Yes, the Allies had more tanks than the Germans, and were learning to use them effectively with airpower in combined arms assaults. 
But what truly mattered was exhaustion within the German ranks, exacerbated by the Spanish flu, hunger, and demoralization. 
No magical weapon won World War I. And no magical weapon is going to provide Ukraine a decisive edge in its struggle with Russia. 
Certainly not a hundred or so Western tanks or a few dozen fighter jets. 
Indeed, looking at some of the media coverage of the Russia-Ukraine War in the West, you might be excused from mistaking it for 
advertising videos at a weapons trade show. Over the last year, weôve learned a lot about Javelin and Stinger missiles, HIMARS 
rocket launchers, and of course various tanks, fighter jets, and the like. But weôve seen very little coverage of the mass carnage on 
both sides. Itôs been said the real costs of war will never get in the history books, for who wishes to confront fully the brutality and 
madness of industrialized warfare? 
Iôm in the middle of watching the new German version of All Quiet on the Western Front, a film deservedly nominated for an Oscar 
for best picture (available on Netflix). Itôs one of the better war films Iôve seen in its depiction of the horrific and dehumanizing aspects 
of modern industrial warfare. Something like this movie is happening currently in Ukraine, but our leaders, supported by the media, 
think the answer to the carnage is to send even more destructive weaponry so that more troops (and civilians) can die. 
Magical weapons are not the answer. For of course thereôs nothing magical about weapons of mass destruction. 
 

William J. Astore is a retired lieutenant colonel (USAF). He taught history for fifteen years at military and civilian schools. 

 

All Wars Eventually End ð Here Are 3 Situations That Will Lead Russia and Ukraine 

to Make Peace 
By Andrew Blum 
Source: https://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20230224-all-wars-eventually-end-here-are-3-situations-that-will-lead-
russia-and-ukraine-to-make-peace 
 
Feb 24 ï Itôs been a year since Russia first launched a full invasion of Ukraine, and, right now, peace seems impossible. 
Peace talks between the two countries have launched, and then faltered, multiple times. 
In February 2023, a senior Ukrainian official said that peace talks are ñout of the questionò ï without 
Ukraineôs reclaiming its territory that Russia overtook 2022. All wars end, however, and research shows 
that almost half end in some type of agreement to stop the fighting. The others end in victory for one side 
or when, for a variety of reasons, the fighting simply peters out. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/kremlin-says-ukraine-must-accept-realities-there-be-peace-2022-12-13/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/17/world/europe/ukraine-russia-peace-talks.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/02/11/russia-ukraine-war-latest-updates/
https://www.reuters.com/world/kremlin-says-russian-military-action-will-stop-moment-if-ukraine-meets-2022-03-07/
https://hcss.nl/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/How-Wars-End-HCSS-2022.pdf
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As a scholar of peace and conflict, I have 20 years of experience working to help people establish and maintain peace after conflict. 
As Ukraine readies to enter its second year of a widespread war with Russia, I think it is useful to consider how wars end and what 
conditions need to be in place before the war between Russia and Ukraine might draw to a close. 
Here are three key points that help assess the possibility of whether a war might end. 
 
1. A Shared Idea of the Future 
The first question is whether opposing groups at war agree about what it will take for war to end ï be it land, money or political control. 
Fighting in a war is part of a wider bargaining process. Victories on the battlefield allow the winning aggressor to demand more, while 
defeats may mean those losing ground have to settle for less. 
Once both sides have a clear sense of the fightingôs likely outcome, additional negotiations ï or more fighting ï become less 
important. And because war is so costly, it is normally better to accept even part of an envisioned peace agreement than continue 
to fight. 
At the moment, Russian and Ukraine appear to have differing opinions about the warôs likely outcome. Ukrainian forces made 
progress in September 2022 when they retook two Ukrainian regions ï Kharkiv and Kherson ï that Russia had occupied. So Ukraine 
is likely to believe that it can make more advances if it keeps on fighting. 
Conversely, Russia successfully halted a wider collapse of its forces and appears to be in a stronger position militarily heading into 
the spring than it was in the fall of 2022. 
 
2. If War Costs Overtake Costs of Peace 
Beliefs in the costs of war and the costs of peace also matter. If the costs of war ï including human lives, money or more intangible 
qualities, such as prestige ï are low, one side might keep fighting for its goals. 
The human and economic costs of this war are very high for both Russia and Ukraine, although they are clearly much higher for 
Ukraine. 
Russian attacks in Ukraine killed at least 40,000 Ukrainian civilians in the first year of this conflict, and more than 13 million 
Ukrainians have had to flee their homes ï about half have left the country altogether. 
Upwards of 100,000 Ukrainian and Russian soldiers have also died in the fighting war. 
These losses should help create incentives for Ukraine to go along with some kind of agreement to stop the fighting. 
However, the costs of peace are also still very high for both sides. 
It is possible that that Russian President Vladimir Putin would lose power, and might even lose his life, if he is seen to be capitulating 
to Ukraine. 
For Ukraine, peace might require relinquishment of part of its recognized, sovereign territory. It would also require Ukrainian people 
to make peace with an enemy whose wartime strategy has been to carry out the deliberate, targeted ñbrutalization of the Ukrainian 
people.ò 
 
3. Whether Peace Can Be Enforced 
When opposing groups reach an agreement in other types of conflicts ï such as an agreement to end a labor union strike, for instance 
ï there is typically a government in place to help enforce its agreement. 
Enforcing peace agreements between different countries is far more difficult because there is no global government to enforce them. 
This creates what war and peace researchers call a commitment problem. Without a way to enforce an agreement, how can one 
side trust the other side to live up to the commitments it made to stop fighting? 
In smaller conflicts, the United Nations could serve as a credible, if imperfect, enforcer of a peace agreement ï as it did in 
Kosovo after the war there ended in 1999. 
Given that Russia has nuclear weapons and considerable political power as a permanent member of the United Nations Security 
Council, these options are not feasible in the case of Ukraine. Neither the U.N. nor any other group or country is powerful enough to 
force Russia to fulfill commitments it might make as part of a peace agreement. 
Without a solid way to enforce the terms of a peace agreement, there is little incentive for either warring party to agree to one. 
 
What Might Change Between Russian and Ukraine 
Based on the answers to these three questions, I donôt think itôs very likely that there will soon be productive 
peace negotiations between Ukraine and Russia. 
But there are three main issues that could change this dynamic. 

https://www.sandiego.edu/news/biography.php?profile_id=2091
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs/economic
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/29/1125278321/ukraine-offensive-russia-borshchova-kharkiv-oblast
https://www.npr.org/2022/12/31/1145981036/war-against-ukraine-has-left-russia-isolated-and-struggling-with-more-tumult-ahe
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/russia-rebound-moscow-recovered-military-setbacks
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/papers/summary
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/2/19/russia-ukraine-live-news-west-unwilling-to-discuss-peace-efforts
https://www.forbes.com/sites/madelinehalpert/2022/05/04/russias-invasion-has-cost-ukraine-up-to-600-billion-study-suggests/?sh=12f769bd2dda
https://www.forbes.com/sites/madelinehalpert/2022/05/04/russias-invasion-has-cost-ukraine-up-to-600-billion-study-suggests/?sh=12f769bd2dda
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/11/10/world/europe/ukraine-russia-war-casualties-deaths.html
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-ballooning-costs-of-the-ukraine-war/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-ballooning-costs-of-the-ukraine-war/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-63580372
https://www.businessinsider.com/ultra-patriots-may-try-overthrow-putin-over-ukraine-russian-mp-2023-2
https://mwi.usma.edu/war-termination-and-escalation-in-ukraine/
https://mwi.usma.edu/war-termination-and-escalation-in-ukraine/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27800510
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1813&context=ilj&sei-redir=1
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1813&context=ilj&sei-redir=1
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First, the Ukrainian offensive in the fall of 2022 revealed a host of weaknesses within the Russian military. If the Russian military 
continues to falter, it would create incentives for Russia to negotiate some kind of peace agreement or cease-fire. 
Second, Ukrainian people have suffered almost unimaginable attacks and losses in 2022. The suffering of the Ukrainians appears 
to have hardened their resolve and willingness to defend their country. However, I think that it would not be surprising if Ukrainians 
eventually prefer to end the fighting ï even with an undesirable peace agreement. 
Third, public polling in Russia is difficult to conduct because of a range of factors, including many Russiansô concern about criticizing 
Putin and the government. 
Putinôs popularity appears to have remained high during the war. But if Russia were to lose the war, it could place Putin in immediate 
danger of being overthrown either by a popular uprising or in a palace coup. 
It is not possible to predict which of these dynamics might lead to peace negotiations. In every war, however, unforeseen 
developments unfold that allow progress toward eventual peace. 
 

Andrew Blum is Executive Director and Professor of Practice at Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace @ University of San Diego. 

 

Staying the Unfavorable Course 
Source: https://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20230224-staying-the-unfavorable-course 
 
 Feb 24 ï From 2001 to 2021, the United States pursued an unchanging policy objective in Afghanistan: to prevent a terrorist group 
from using the country as a safe haven in which to plan or launch an attack on the United States. 
However, despite deteriorating conditions and no apparent hope of military victory, the U.S. goal 
remained constant even as successive leaders experimented with different strategies to 
achieve it. 
The authors of a new report from RAND examined the reasons behind this policy inertia through 
interviews with the senior leaders involved in the policy deliberations between 2001 and 2016. 
They interviewed the decisionmakers involved in high-level discussions and policy formulation to 
establish the institutional, informational, and interpersonal dynamics that informed major 
decisions; capture common interpretations and assumptions; and reconstruct how the 
deliberative process functioned in practice. 
As this analysis details, decisions for how to navigate de-escalation from a conflict under 
conditions short of victory are tremendously difficult, both practically and politically. With no clear 
definition of success, bureaucratic inertia took hold, extending the conflict and enabling focus on 
mechanical details of its execution rather than its ultimate intent. The dynamics of the policy 
process further prevented dramatic policy change. Psychological factors promoted risk aversion 
and a continued escalation of commitment, even when the mission itself became poorly aligned 
with national priorities. Additionally, frictions between civilian and military leaders and with the Intelligence Community further 
prevented fundamental reassessments of the mission. 
 
Key Findings 
× The expanding, open-ended mission in Afghanistan led America into a policy trap in which victory was seemingly impossible 

to achieve but withdrawal was not politically or psychologically palatable. The absence of clear, achievable metrics for success 
led to strategic scope creep as decisionmakers sought a strategy that would secure a positive outcome. 

× Early decisions, such as lumping together the Taliban and al Qaeda, precluded a political settlement in the early years of the 
conflict that might have made a negotiated peace attainable. 

× When the Iraq conflict took precedence during the Bush Administration, the lack of institutional safeguards to ensure that 
resources were reserved for monitoring Afghanistan meant that basic assumptions were not questioned, early signs of Taliban 
resurgence were overlooked, and potential correctives were not formulated. 

× Tension and mistrust characterized civil-military relations. The nature of the conflict forced the military into areas beyond its 
traditional expertise and resulted in significant civilian involvement in military strategy and resourcing. Because the military felt 
that it was the stakeholder with the most to lose, it carefully controlled the options that were presented 
to civilian leaders and often seemed to box decisionmakers into a narrow set of options. 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/10/04/russia-army-retreating-kherson-ukraine/
https://gppi.net/2022/05/23/why-is-russia-being-so-brutal-in-ukraine
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraine-defiant-as-putins-terror-bombing-plunges-cities-into-darkness/
https://theconversation.com/russia-is-enlisting-hundreds-of-thousands-of-men-to-fight-against-ukraine-but-public-support-for-putin-is-falling-191158
https://www.levada.ru/en/ratings/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/03/23/putin-coup-russian-regime/
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA808-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA808-1.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA808-1.html
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× The Obama Administration constructed multiple avenues for data collection, analysis, and deconfliction, but its highly 
centralized system lagged behind the pace of events and was as likely to frustrate as to empower its participants. 

× Policies and strategic objectives were difficult to adjust because of bureaucratic inertia and the related momentum of the 
existing mission. 

Paul S. Szymanski (B.S. Physics, Mathematics & Logic ô73 ï M.S. Experimental Physics, ó74; Carnegie-Mellon University) has 
been conducting military operations research analyses for 46 years for the United States Air Force, Navy, Army and Marines. The 
last 43 years have been exclusively in outer space program analysis, management and development of space warfare theory, 
policy, doctrine, strategies, tactics and techniques. 

 

https://satellitewarcom-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/paul_szymanski_satellitewar_com/EVZpNQVTXhxAlbHnMmw7bYwB--lFzlnH_Lxy3AsXcl8e9Q?rtime=l9RbklkX20g
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David might not win Goliath this time 
Source: https://news.yahoo.com/graphical-comparison-russian-ukrainian-forces-120000368.html  

 

Europeans are not puppets 

Feb 25 - Thousands join Berlin, Germany demo urging Ukraine peace talks 

https://news.yahoo.com/graphical-comparison-russian-ukrainian-forces-120000368.html

