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Editorial  

Brig Gen (ret.) Ioannis Galatas, MD, MSc, MC (Army) 
 
Editor-in-Chief 

HZS C2BRNE Diary 

 

 

 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
July ï another pandemic month, and life goes on with no sign of returning to normal (old or new). 
 Important or interesting things that happened or will happen soon! 
 

Cuba: Such a small and poor nation has its own vaccines against Covid-19 the moment that many mighty others do not! I 
wonder why? 

Greek alphabet: SARS-CoV-2 continues to produce new variations and this will make the entire planet learn the Greek 

alphabet by heart!   

Variants: Are they a normal multiplication error or an effort of the virus to survive the immune system, drugs, and vaccines? 
Greece: In the aftermath of the pandemic, all experts teaching crisis management will use the example of Greece as an 

avoidance paradigm and those involved as a case study of the Dunning-Kruger effect. Greece is making small steps to develop 
diplomatic ties with the enemy of my enemy ï that is India, Israel, and GCC countries while keeping in mind that if things get ugly 
then it will be alone (e.g., article 42; paragraph 7 of the European Union Convention and France ï remember the story?). 

Europe-Asia: What is more important? Peace in the SE Mediterranean region or selling German U-214 submarines to 
Turkey? 

Afghanistan: Taliban are progressing after US withdrawal from their country. Turkey wishes to take control of Kabulôs 
airport ï there is something fishy here but since there is no sea it might be the smell of poppy fields. Brits will collaborate with the 
Afghanis if they are behaving ï I adore the forever British humor that reminded me of a similar joke with Cyprus! 

Japan: While writing this editorial there are only a few days left for the virtual opening ceremony for the Tokyo2020/2021 
Olympic Games ï not for the promotion of sports and competition ideas but to save as much money possible due to the pandemic. 
And there is no time to listen to the Olympic Chief mumbling about a triple threat: pandemic (100 cases already in the Olympic 
village), E.coli, and radioactive cesium ï small details in a mega event. 

USA: Dr. Fauci quoted (CNN Newsroom) ñsmallpox and polio would still be spreading in the U.S. if today's ñfalse 
informationò were present then.ò And he is so right! Too much democracy might be bad for public health é 

Israel: A new vaccine-capsule is on the way by Oravax Medical. 
EU: EMA (fasttrack) approved the use of the Moderna vaccine to children 12-17 yo; still silence for the Sputnik V vaccine.  
 

First Responders be prepared. The unexpected always happens! The stupidity virus 
is airborne as well! Check your gear, 
 

The Editor-in-Chief 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Editorõs Corner contains articles that caught the attention of the Editor 

covering many aspects of our daily disturbed life. 
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Sheikha Fatima launches Women, Peace and Security Centre of Excellence 
Source: https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/government/sheikha-fatima-launches-women-peace-and-security-centre-of-
excellence-1.1247491  

June 23 ï Sheikha Fatima, Mother of the Nation and Chairwoman of the General Women's Union, has launched the Women, Peace 
and Security Centre of Excellence. 
The centre highlights the UAE's commitment to the participation of women across all sectors, with a focus on peace and security. 
Its launch is in line with the Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak Women, Peace and Security Initiative, a joint project with the General 
Womenôs Union, with technical support from UN Women. 
ñThe centre will strengthen the capabilities of relevant authorities working in government entities related to the women, peace and 
security agenda, to support womenôs participation in leadership positions across local and international peacekeeping operations," 
said Sheikha Fatima.  
"The United Arab Emirates is a pioneering model in supporting the full, equal and effective participation of women in all vital and 
developmental fields with a focus on the security sector," added Sheikha Fatima, who also serves as President of the Supreme 
Council for Motherhood and Childhood and Supreme Chairwoman of the Family Development Foundation. 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation, agreed to provide continued support to Emirati 
women's empowerment, noting their key contribution to national achievements. 
The initiative follows the launch of the UAEôs National Action Plan for the Implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325. 
The action plan is in line with the UAEôs efforts to promote gender equality as an essential policy, and to emphasise the important 
role of women in the peace and security sectors. 
This can be done by unifying the efforts of 14 national bodies, including federal, local and 
civil society committee members who prepared the National Action Plan headed by the 
General Womenôs Union. 

https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/sheikha-fatima-launches-uae-national-action-plan-to-advance-women-s-role-in-peace-and-security-1.1194170
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Last September, UN Women announced the Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak Women, Peace and Security Initiative to train and build 
womenõs capacities in the military, security and peace sectors. 
Sponsored by the UAE government and hosted by Khawla bint Al Azwar Military School in Abu Dhabi, the initiative featured 357 
participants from a number of Arab, African, and Asian countries in two rounds of training during 2019 and 2020. 
The second round coincided with the 20th anniversary of the adoption of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace 
and security. 
"The centre represents a significant opportunity and model in consolidating international cooperation in sharing knowledge and 
promoting the exchange of information and best practices on the women, peace and security agenda," said Sheikha Fatima. 
 

EDITORõS COMMENT: Excellent initiative and a good example for the GCC countries! 

 

Terrorists Tried to Take Advantage of the Pandemic: EUROPOLõs Report 
Source: http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20210623-terrorists-tried-to-take-advantage-of-the-pandemic-europol-s-report 
 
June 23 ï Terrorists use any opportunity to erode democratic structures, spread fear and polarize society. In 2020, terrorist 
organizations attempted to take advantage of the global pandemic to spread hate propaganda and exacerbate mistrust in public 
institutions. The New EU Terrorism Situation and Trend Report 2021 outlines the features, facts, figures and trends concerning 
terrorist attacks and arrests in the European Union in 2020. 
 
2020 Main Figures  

 ̧ 57 completed, failed and foiled terrorist attacks in the European Union (reported by Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy 
and Spain);  

 ̧ 21 people died because of terrorist attacks in the European Union; 
 ̧ 449 individuals were arrested on suspicion of terrorism-related offences in 17 EU Member States, a decrease of one-third 
compared with previous years. 

 
The COVID-19 Ramifications 
Terrorists exploit polarization in society to pollute the social climate with violent ideologies. In recent years, polarization of the political 
discourse has increased in the European Union. The COVID-19 pandemic has further accelerated this development. There has been 
a notable increase in intolerance of political opponents, while the number of individuals conducting verbal or physical violence is also 
increasing. Mental health remains an issue in relation to terrorism and violent extremism. The situation created by the pandemic 
might be an additional stress factor, potentially encouraging vulnerable individuals to turn to violence. Extremists and terrorists have 
found new opportunities in the increased time spent online during the COVID-19 pandemic. With a large amount of disinformation 
actively disseminated online, extremists and terrorists have exploited social dissatisfaction to reach out and propagate 
their ideologies. 
 
Jihadist Terrorism: Lone Actors Behind All Deadly Attacks 
Jihadist terrorism remains the greatest threat to the European Union and is still influenced by developments abroad. The so-called 
Islamic State (IS), still active in Iraq and Syria, reaches out to supporters in Europe to incite them to perpetrate attacks. Global 
affiliates serve to uphold the groupôs image of success ï particularly those in Africa, which expanded in 2020. While hundreds of 
individuals are still held in detention camps in Syria, very few have returned to Europe during the past year. 
In 2020, the number of completed attacks increased compared with 2019. Ten attacks killed 12 people and injured more than 47. A 
significant threat for several years, lone actors were behind all of the completed attacks. Some of the jihadist terrorists acting alone 
were in contact with terrorist groups. One example was the Vienna (Austria) attacker, who managed to transmit a video statement 
to IS. 
Some of the lone actors have displayed a combination of extreme ideologies and mental health issues. Social isolation with fewer 
contacts who could pick up signs of crisis and increased stress as a result of the pandemic 
may have played a role in some cases. Other motivating factors may have included the 
controversy around the republication of cartoons depicting the Prophet Muhammad, and 
anti-Islam actions by some right-wing actors in different countries.  
 

https://www.europol.europa.eu/activities-services/main-reports/european-union-terrorism-situation-and-trend-report-2021-tesat
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Right-Wing Terrorism: Increased Prominence of the Online Communities 
Very heterogeneous with regard to forms of organization, core ideological elements and political objectives, right-
wing extremists unite against diversity and the democratic constitutional order. Right-wing extremists incorporate 
newly emerging narratives into their ideology to infiltrate communities that might not share the entire set of core right-
wing extremist views. As an example, Identitarian movements have succeeded in reaching out to younger, more educated 
populations. Some are connected to protests against government measures aimed at containing the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Increased social awareness concerning climate and ecological issues has also impacted right-wing propaganda. Blaming the climate 
crisis on increased immigration and overpopulation, for example, eco-fascism aims to act as a bridge towards ideologies based on 
accelerationism, anti-Semitism and nationalism. 
Suspects, linked to online communities with different degrees of organization, are increasingly younger ï with some of them being 
minors at the time of arrest. Right-wing propaganda is mainly disseminated online and gaming platforms have been increasingly 
used for spreading extremist and terrorist narratives. The perpetrators of 2019 attacks such as the one in Christchurch (New Zealand) 
were linked to transnational virtual communities. Members of such communities were also arrested in 2020. 
The attacker who killed nine people in February 2020 in Hanau (Germany) was motivated by xenophobic and racist ideology. He had 
his own website, which he used to propagate his dehumanizing views. By contrast, he does not seem to have been connected to 
transnational online communities. 
 
Left-Wing Terrorism: New Topics Integrated into the Narrative 
The numbers of left-wing and anarchist terrorist attacks remained stable in 2020, while the threat to public order is still significant in 
many countries. Italy reported 24 of the 25 left-wing and anarchist terrorist attacks in the European Union, while the remaining one 
was reported by France. The attacks targeted private and public property such as financial institutions and government buildings and 
included one attempted letter bomb attack. 
In addition to topics such as anti-fascism, anti-racism and perceived state repression, left-wing narratives have integrated new ones, 
including skepticism about technological and scientific developments, COVID-19 containment measures and environmental issues. 
The support for an independent Kurdish state remained an important topic for left-wing and anarchist extremists. 
 
Higher Use of Simple Weaponry and òEasy-to-Makeó Explosive Devices 
The lockdowns related to the COVID-19 pandemic and the closure of public spaces for mass gatherings probably had an effect on 
the use of explosives in terrorist attacks. In 2020, terrorists primarily used simple means of attack such as stabbing, vehicle ramming 
and arson. Two attacks involved the use of firearms ï the right-wing attack in Hanau and the jihadist attack in Vienna ï while one 
planned bomb attack was foiled. 
Homemade explosives are mainly used by terrorists, with an increased proliferation of low-explosive mixtures such as gunpowder 
and a decreased use of the unstable triacetone triperoxide (TATP). The dissemination of bomb-making instructions and new ideas 
on bomb manufacturing decreased in 2020. This may explain the decreased use of more sophisticated improvised explosive devices. 
Terrorists and extremists saw an opportunity in weaponizing the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Jihadist propaganda and right-wing extremists 
both suggested different ways to use the virus against different targets. However, no attempts to use the virus as a bioweapon have 
been reported in the European Union. 
 
Terrorist Propaganda Online: An Increasing Threat 
With the increased use of the internet during the pandemic, virtual communities have become increasingly prominent in the 
dissemination of extremist and terrorist propaganda. Since the Telegram takedown in late 2019, jihadists have been struggling to 
find new dissemination channels. As a result, jihadist propaganda has become dispersed across a variety of platforms. However, IS 
supporters tried to ensure the jihadist messaging reached target audiences. Terrorists exploited different events to amplify their 
propaganda. Al-Qaeda exploited the issue of discrimination in Western societies to present itself as an alternative protecting the 
rights of the oppressed, while different jihadist groups used the controversy concerning the republication of cartoons depicting the 
Prophet Muhammad to gain new supporters and inspire attacks. 
Online communities are having an increased role in the propagation of right-wing extremism. In recent years, such communities have 
coalesced around white supremacist or neo-Nazi views and shared language. The 
interactions in these groups further radicalize members with the idea that survival of their 
racially defined in-group depends on the destruction of the current system. 
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Imran Khan's controversial comments linking temptation to women's dressing 

widely criticised 
Source: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/pakistan/imran-khans-controversial-comments-linking-temptation-to-womens-
dressing-widely-criticised/articleshow/83744435.cms 
 
June 22 ï Angry women opposition parliamentarians in Pakistan have criticised Prime Minister Imran Khan over his controversial 
statement on women's dressing, amidst growing cases of rapes in the country.  
In a recent interview, Khan was asked if he thought what women wear has any effect on the temptation that leads to rapes, the Prime 

Minister replied, "If a woman is wearing very few 
clothes it will have an impact, it will have an impact on 
the men, unless they are robots. I mean it is common 
sense."  
Apparently stunned by Khan's response, interviewer 
Jonathan Swan rephrased his question, ñBut is it really 
going to provoke acts of sexual violence?ò  
Maintaining his stance, the 68-year-old flamboyant 
cricketer-turned-politician went on to elaborate, ñIt 
depends on which society you live in."  
He added that: ñIf in a society people haven't seen that 
sort of thing, it will have an impact [on them]. Growing 
up in a society like yours, maybe it won't impact you. 
This cultural imperialismé Whatever is in our culture 

must be acceptable to everyone else."  
Criticising the Khan's controversial remarks, Opposition Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) Senator Sherry Rehman tweet ed that, "Whether it's our laws or 
even our religion, which is very clear that respect for women is the 
responsibility of the beholder, no man has the right to blame women or how 
they dress, for violence, rape and crimes against women. Shocked that our 
PM is doing this.ò  
ñDoes IK [Imran Khan] not know that by saying women should dress a certain 
way, he is giving oppressors and criminals against women a new narrative 
to justify their behaviour. There is NO justification for a prime minister to talk 
this way. Highly irresponsible and condemnable," she said in another tweet.  
Sindh Minister for Women Development Shehla Raza said Prime Minister 
Khan should focus on the issues being faced by the country instead of 
ñkeeping an eye on the womenò.  
The provincial minister said Khan should not have said this while sitting on 
the seat of the prime minister of the country, the Dawn newspaper reported.  
ñThe world got an insight into a mindset of a sick, misogynistic, degenerate & derelict IK. It's not women's choices that lead to sexual 
assault rather the choices of men who choose to engage in this despicable and vile CRIME,ò Pakistan Muslim League-(Nawaz) 
spokesperson Marriyum Aurangzeb in a tweet.  
ñMaybe the misogynist, degenerate can defend paedophiles and murderers, as he advocates for rapist, after all men cannot be 
expected to control temptation. Just FYI Mr degenerate, self-control is a little thing upon which Allah places a great premium,ò she 
added.  
Stung by the angry reaction to Khan's controversial comments, the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) fielded prominent party women leaders to defend the prime minister.  
Minister of State for Climate Change Zartaj Gul and PTI lawmakers Maleeka Ali Bokhari and 
Kanwal Shauzab held a press conference on Tuesday to tell everyone they misinterpreted 
Khan's comments.  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Pakistan
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Imran-Khan
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The PTI-led government mobilised women for the first time in Pakistan, she was quoted as saying by Geo News.  
"A woman like me became a member of Parliament from a tribal area," she said, adding that there are five women in the Cabinet for 
the first time.  
She described Khan as a "symbol of women's empowerment".  
"We are strong women and we have been strengthened by our leader Imran Khan," Bokhari said.  
Shauzab said she believes that if you are among those who are "fighting" against the premier's statement in his interview, then you 
are "disagreeing with the orders of Allah".  
She went on to say that Prime Minister Khan explained the commands of Allah regarding women.  
During the HBO interview, Khan was also asked about his earlier comments about temptation, women's dressing and men's 
"willpowerò ð and how he was accused of rape victim blaming.  
Khan, brushing it off as nonsense, said the concept of purdah is to avoid temptation in society.  
"We don't have discos here, we don't have nightclubs, so it is a completely different society, way of life here, so if you raise temptation 
in society to the point and all these young guys have nowhere to go, it has consequences in the society," Khan said.  
There are at least 11 rape cases reported in Pakistan every day with over 22,000 rape cases reported to police across the 
country in the last six years, according to official statistics reported by the Pakistani media.  However, only 77 accused 
have been convicted which comprise 0.3 per cent of the total figure, The News International reported in November last year.  
 

EDITORõS COMMENT: This article sheds light to a recent rape case in Greece involving 3 young Pakistanis (and an Afghani) 

who raped a 25yo pregnant woman with mental disability in Athens. Most probably they are pro-gov illegal immigrants doing their 
ñdutyò. 

 

Iran's Christian Boom 
By Daniel Pipes 
Source: https://www.meforum.org/62458/iran-christian-boom 
 
June 24 ï Something religiously astonishing is taking place in Iran, where an Islamist government has ruled since 1979: Christianity 
is flourishing. The implications are potentially profound. 
Consider some testimonials: David Yeghnazar of Elam Ministries stated in 2018 that "Iranians have become the most open people 
to the gospel." The Christian Broadcast Network found, also in 2018, that "Christianity is growing faster in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran than in any other country." Shay Khatiri of Johns 
Hopkins University wrote last year about Iran that 
"Islam is the fastest shrinking religion there, while 
Christianity is growing the fastest." 
 

The Shah Mosque in Isfahan, empty  

 
This trend results from the extreme form of Islam 
imposed by the theocratic regime. An Iranian church 
leader explained in 2019: "What if I told you Islam is 
dead? What if I told you the mosques are empty inside 
Iran? What if I told you no one follows Islam inside of 
Iran? ... What if I told you the best evangelist for Jesus 
was the Ayatollah Khomeini[, the founder of the 
Islamic Republic]?" An evangelical pastor, formerly an 
Iranian Muslim, concurred as far back as 2008: "We 
find ourselves facing what is more than a conversion to the Christian faith. It's a mass exodus from Islam." 
As a clandestine phenomenon, the practice of what are sometimes called Muslim 
Background Believers (MBBs) lacks clergy and church buildings but instead consists of self-
starting disciples and tiny house churches of four to five members each, with either hushed 
singing or none at all. Its lay leadership, in striking contrast to the mullahs who rule Iran, 
consists mainly of women. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Geo-News
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Parliament
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/HBO
https://en.protothema.gr/these-are-the-three-pakistanis-who-allegedly-raped-a-25-year-old-pregnant-woman-video-photos/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2018/january-web-only/iran-christians-protests-persecution.html
https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2018/january/exclusive-jesus-is-building-his-church-inside-iran-millions-watching-christian-satellite-tv
https://providencemag.com/2020/08/america-must-focus-religious-persecution-iranian-christian-converts/
https://www.foxnews.com/faith-values/worlds-fastest-growing-church-women-documentary-film
https://www.foxnews.com/faith-values/worlds-fastest-growing-church-women-documentary-film
http://www.unitedcopts.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2347&catid=48&Itemid=121
https://www.boundless.org/blog/make-disciples/
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/975066/download
https://www.christianpost.com/news/over-450000-join-iranian-house-church-movement-great-number-of-muslims-turning-to-christ.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/over-450000-join-iranian-house-church-movement-great-number-of-muslims-turning-to-christ.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/faistudios-announces-new-film-sheep-among-wolves-vol-ii-300889205.html?tc=eml_cleartime
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In another contrast to the government, Iranian MBBs tend to be fervently pro-Israel. They are, explains a documentary, "bowing their 
knees to the Jewish Messiah ï with kindled affection toward the Jewish people." A convert states, "we fall in love with Jews." Converts 
have even expressed a hope to build a "resistance church" in Iran to counter regime threats to Israel. 
Given the Iranian house church movement's underground nature, estimates of its size are necessarily vague. Open Doors found 
370,000 MBBs in 2013 and 720,000 in 2020; Duane Alexander Miller approximates as many as 500,000, Hormoz Shariat at least 
1,000,000, and GAMAAN even more than that. 
The mullahs have usually responded with predictable repression that includes prohibiting Christian missionaries and Gospel 
preaching. The U.S. State Department reported in 2012 that "Government officials frequently confiscate Christian Bibles and pressure 
publishing houses printing Bibles ... to cease operations." Also, Christians "reported the presence of security cameras outside their 
churches." 
Iranian authorities routinely arrest and jail MBBs, often for extended periods; for example, the United Nations reported in 2013 on 
"more than 300 Christians" who were arrested in the prior three years, mostly for vague security-related offenses. An inquiry found 
that "Those arrested have been subjected to intensive and often abusive interrogation." 
The punishment can be severe: in 1990, for example, the Rev. Hossein Soodmand was executed for apostasy. In 2008, the 
government advanced legislation to impose the death penalty on anyone born to Muslim parents who converts to another faith. 
Indeed, "As more Iranians convert," Khatiri notes, "their situation is getting worse." 
"You're creating problems in the country," an Iranian convert reported being told during a 2018 police interrogation. In this spirit, 
Iran's Intelligence Minister Mahmoud Alavi in 2019 spoke of his ministry's research into conversions to Christianity, its questioning of 
ordinary people, such as sandwich-sellers, to explain their motives, and its efforts to "counter the advocates of Christianity." Iran's 

leading Islamic seminary sees the domestic fight 
against Christianity as one of its top priorities and 
former president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad reportedly 
once vowed to "stop Christianity in this country." The 
supreme leader, Ali Khamenei, blames house 
churches on "Zionists and other enemies." 
 
Christian satellite television stations have a huge 

potential audience in Iran  

 
Indeed, Lela Gilbert and Arielle Del Turco argue that 
the regime considers Christianity "an existential threat" 
to the Islamic Republic. And it should, notes Reza 
Safa, the Iranian-born founder of Nejat TV 
("ministering to Muslims living in Farsi-speaking 
nations"), who titled a book The Coming Fall of Islam 
in Iran. He sees Iran's Christians as "an army of God" 

who are bringing Iran to "the brink of another revolution, this time orchestrated" by a Christian spirit. 
If this analysis is even partially correct, the consequences are enormous. The collapse of Khomeini's regime would not only 
fundamentally alter the balance of power in the Middle East; it would also likely terminate the Islamist surge that Iranian 
revolutionaries forwarded in 1978-79, ending the malign historical cycle that largely began in Iran. 
 
Daniel Pipes is president of the Middle East Forum. 

 

Perspectives on Terrorism 
Volume XV, Issue 3June 2021 

Source: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/perspectives-on-terrorism/archives/2021#volume-xv-issue-3  
 
The current issue is a Special Issue, published on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of 
the July 22, 2011 terrorist attacks in Oslo and Utßya. It is guest-edited by Tore Bjßrgo and 
Anders Ravik Jupsk¬s from the Center for Research on Extremism (C-REX), University of 
Oslo. In their Introduction, they explain the rationale behind this Special Issue ï why it is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SAPOLKF59U
https://www.jihadwatch.org/2020/03/christ-subverts-irans-islamic-republic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SAPOLKF59U
http://opendoorsanalytical.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/World-Watch-List-2013-Comprehensive-Report-March-2013-level-3.pdf
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/world-watch-list/iran/
https://www.academia.edu/16338087/Believers_in_Christ_from_a_Muslim_Background_A_Global_Census
https://hormozshariat.com/2013/09/11/5-things-you-didnt-know-about-iran-1/
https://gamaan.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GAMAAN-Iran-Religion-Survey-2020-English.pdf
https://en.radiofarda.com/a/iran-intelligence-ministry-summons-iranian-who-showed-interest-in-christianity-/29921102.html
https://2009-2017.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2012religiousfreedom/index.htm
http://www.shaheedoniran.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/A-HRC-22-56_en.pdf
https://www.meconcern.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Iran%20Report%202018.pdf
https://www.elam.com/sites/default/files/content-files/soodmand%20obituary%20revised%202%20ac%20edit.pdf
http://www.unitedcopts.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2347&catid=48&Itemid=121
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/14/669662264/iranians-are-converting-to-evangelical-christianity-in-turkey
https://fa.shafaqna.com/news/743778/
https://mohabatnews.com/fa/?p=28208
https://virtueonline.org/irans-president-i-will-stop-christianity-country
https://de.qantara.de/content/abkehr-von-der-schia-im-iran-ein-tsunami-des-atheismus
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Are-Irans-Christian-converts-at-greater-risk-after-Soleimanis-demise-616790
https://nejattv.org/about/mission/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Coming_Fall_of_Islam_in_Iran/EF_dAgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Coming_Fall_of_Islam_in_Iran/EF_dAgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/perspectives-on-terrorism/archives/2021#volume-xv-issue-3
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relevant to explore the long-term impacts of major terrorist attacks ï and introduce both topics and authors. 
 

The two biggest problems in Europe and Middle East 

Yemen ð forensic architecture 
Source: https://yemen.forensic-architecture.org/  
EU manufactured arms continue to play a major role in the humanitarian crisis in Yemen. Together with Forensic Architecture, we've 
launched a new interactive map which charts the complicity of Europe's governments and arms manufacturers in the Saudi and 
UAE coalition-led airstrikes on Yemeni civilians. 

 

Steve Fuller: it's time for Humanity 2.0 
Source: https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2011/sep/25/steve-fuller-time-for-humanity 
 
Steve Fuller holds the Auguste Comte chair in social epistemology in Warwick University's Department of Sociology. 
His new book, Humanity 2.0: What it Means to be Human, Past, Present and Future, is published by Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
What do you mean by Humanity 2.0? 
Humanity 2.0 is an understanding of the human condition that no longer takes the "normal human body" as given. On the one hand, 
we're learning more about our continuity with the rest of nature ï in terms of the ecology, 
genetic make-up, evolutionary history. On this basis, it's easy to conclude that being "human" 
is overrated. But on the other hand, we're also learning more about how to enhance the 
capacities that have traditionally marked us off from the rest of nature. Computers come to 

https://yemen.forensic-architecture.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/sociology
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mind most readily in their capacity to amplify and extend ourselves. Humanity 2.0 is about dealing with this tension. 
 
In what areas have we reached 2.0 already? 
Let's put it this way: we've always been heading towards a pretty strong sense of Humanity 2.0. The history of science and technology, 
especially in the west, has been about remaking the world in our collective "image and likeness", to recall the biblical phrase. This 
means making the world more accessible and usable by us. Consider the history of agriculture, especially animal and plant breeding. 
Then move to prosthetic devices such as eyeglasses and telescopes. 
More recently, and more mundanely, people are voting with their feet to enter 
Humanity 2.0 with the time they spend in front of computers, as opposed to 
having direct contact with physical human beings. In all this, it's not so much 
that we've been losing our humanity but that it's becoming projected or 
distributed across things that lack a human body. In any case, Humanity 2.0 
is less about the power of new technologies than a state of mind in which we 
see our lives fulfilled in such things. 
 
Wouldn't someone like Archimedes describe us as Humanity 3.0 
compared to his era? 
Yes, Archimedes would probably see us as pretty exotic creatures. He would 
already be impressed by what we take for granted as Humanity 1.0, since the 
Greeks generally believed that "humanity" was an elite prospect for ordinary 
Homo sapiens, requiring the right character and training. Moreover, he would 
be surprised ï if not puzzled ï that we appear to think of science and 
technology as some long-term collective project of self-improvement ï 
"progress" in its strongest sense. While the Greeks gave us many of our 
fundamental scientific ideas, they did not think of them as a blueprint for 
upgrading the species. Rather, those ideas were meant either to relieve 
drudgery or provide high-brow entertainment. 
 
Is it desirable or possible to put the brakes on the move to 2.0? 
Well, here's my proviso: these developments do have the potential to create 
whole new deep class divisions, maybe not along the lines of the old industrial 
class divisions, but just as deep. Sometimes, people talk about this as the 
"knows" versus the "know-nots". Divisions open up along the lines of who has 
access to all of these potential enhancements. At the moment, the problem is that the state is dwindling away and it is becoming less 
of regulator of any kind of activity, so market forces are basically determining the development of all these things I'm talking about. 
And what that means is that the rich get access to them more quickly and the poor get left behind. 
For example, in terms of the NHS, we don't deprive people of prosthetic enhancements such as hearing aids and eyeglasses along 
the lines of income, so we should be thinking about what other future enhancements we want people to have access to as part of 
being human 2.0. 
 
Such as? 
A good example would be cosmetic neurology, which is essentially plastic surgery for the brain. Where you go in every so often and 
you get a tune-up of your synapses. This is done at the University of Pennsylvania medical school. 
 
What does this have to do with my daily life? 
I think a lot. You already see the problem of smart drugs ï people taking drugs to do well in exams or job interviews. The use of 
these substances is much more widespread than the official records indicate. People are taking the stuff and pretty soon people are 
going to feel they can't be left behind. 
People who work within the disability sector talk about "able-ism" ï the idea that we're going 
to be living in a world in the future where everyone will take having a disability as the normal 
state because you will never be doped up enough, you will always be worried about the next 
enhancement, about whether you have enough enhancement for your next job interview, or 
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whether someone else has a smarter drug that you don't have access to. So people will feel that they have to somehow keep up. 
And that's a real issue, especially in an unregulated market environment. 
 
So, our ideas of what is normal change? 
Yes, there does need to be wide-ranging discussion about what is means to be normal. To be in normal health ï how does your 
brain or body have to function in order to be "normal"? We've had a fairly constant view of what normalcy is for quite a long time but 
I think we need to reopen this debate and then define the minimal requirements for medical care. 
 
So, you foresee an enhanced generation emerging because of their ability to take advantage of various drugs and 
treatments? 
It's going to happen through individuals taking choices about getting treatments or not and then, within a generation or two, you'll 
start seeing interesting effects on society at large. What I can imagine is that life expectancy won't uniformly go up, it'll start to be 
bimodal distribution ï some people will live beyond 100 and there'll be a large number of people who die under the age of 70. And 
that won't be because of some government mandate, that will be because people will definitely take advantage of the enhancements 
on offer, but others won't have those choices open to them. 
 
Are you optimistic about Humanity 2.0? 
We need to be always reminding ourselves that we have always been enhancing ourselves, that science has always been enhancing 
the human condition, that we have been trusting machines over our own bodies for at least 300-400 years now. We've already broken 
through that barrier ï we do live in a very artificial world. Even though the stuff on the horizon may amplify our powers tremendously, 
it is nevertheless part of the same process. It is a step change but it's the same story, the story of scientific progress. 
 

  Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS Stresses 'Grave Concern' About Terror Group in 

  Africa 

By Bridget Johnson 
The Global Coalition to Defeat Daesh/ISIS said after the group's Monday meeting in Rome that they have "grave concern" about 
the growth and threat posed by ISIS affiliates and networks in Africa's Sahel region and in East Africa, particularly 
Mozambique. The Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mauritania, and Yemen were also welcomed as 
new members of the coalition, bringing the total of partners to 78 nations and five institutions: the Arab League, CEN-SAD, EU, 
INTERPOL, and NATO. Read more>> 

 

Professor Celal Ĺengor: Anatolians only have 7% genes from Central Asia, we are 

R¾m (Greek) Muslims  
Source: https://greekcitytimes.com/2021/06/30/professor-celal-sengor/  
u R¾m is a derivative of the term Rhomaioi-East Roman (ɤɛŬɞɘ) and is used in many Islamic countries to refer to Greeks. 

 
 

Turkey to pull out of Istanbul Convention on violence 

against women 
Source: https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-to-pull-out-of-istanbul-convention-on-violence-
against-women/a-58114681  
 
June 30 ï The Council of Europe framework was drawn 
up to protect women from physical abuse, 
among other things. But Turkey is determined 
to ditch the agreement, which rights 
organizations say is unlawful.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NH63_NVUDHIJ2kfglzBzdEGZPDGJJNNFdwXkcTQBwlT85vG1lsOTOmtPH6XSy-qiPoW4EQ1-2EPgFBPd_-TltK3KzxXx5lFvTb2Bsozs0PN94s2mvBnjo-BfMbBm29aXDnKLpvRTew2ynd8ey_DDHn9LG4xwsDc4W-uXzVImXnxZSAy0mL1g8jkJKbGjdowrIq2DdUEpLC_RdOCzzK3V0NLEQFOu1xTmXNikx7a7jRAh5bE421JYTW0GBTuGAx0weESc2cIZsqSqauLTBmWWPMPjSScf1QgNgbaMWoJ5PTB05Br_pgHtg_AiZH32hHXAbdoF4mpiTEpOh-6AdMx99w==&c=4O9oj_gVmoOMh-624GTqJ2A-jEtw9rC833uAc4zAy6Vbo6uA2xwctg==&ch=dagTUbnebX9TAbPJsoUF0bP4494hFtiW-6HehoNZXoARWIhYXqCsHg==
https://greekcitytimes.com/2021/06/30/professor-celal-sengor/
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-to-pull-out-of-istanbul-convention-on-violence-against-women/a-58114681
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-to-pull-out-of-istanbul-convention-on-violence-against-women/a-58114681
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US adds Turkey (and Pakistan) to list of countries using child soldiers 
Source: https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/07/us-adds-turkey-list-countries-using-child-soldiers  

 

Will USA regain its lost legacy? 
By Dr Ikramul Haq 
Source: https://dailytimes.com.pk/784741/will-usa-regain-its-lost-legacy/ 
 
July 04 ï July 4, 1776 has special significance in American history. The great liberation movement against colonial rule was pioneered 
in this land and founding-fathers of this historic struggle showed the subjugated nations a novel path of hope. They started a new 
beginning of self-rule. It took a couple hundred years for American society to struggle on all fronts and make its mark as one of the 
leading nations of the world. For many countries, the United States of America (USA) became a role model in political evolution 
achieving great cohesion and solidarity amongst federating units within the constitutional framework. Great movements for human 
rights and against bigotry, intolerance, discrimination, exploitation, inequality and racism made the country a noteworthy example for 
others to follow. The democratic set-up is a unique and noteworthy achievement quite different from the conventional British system 
backed by monarchy, and stems from indigenous roots that has established and developed its own principles.  
What happened on May 25, 2020 in Minneapolis in the aftermath of death of George Floyd, a handcuffed black man, while in police 
custody, reminded the Americans that struggle for a just society free of racial biases and hate, maltreating the black and other non-
white races, is a continuous process. It has never ended, and will not go away as long as there are hate mongers, war maniacs, 
bigots, people with vested interest and those who use race, caste and creed and all other aberrated forms of superiority for their 
political gains. In this context, the Time magazine wrote in 2018 that Trump ñrode the race, the third rail of American politics, 
straight to the White House. He challenged Obamaôs citizenship, called Mexicans rapists and criminals, proposed to ban 
all Muslims from entering the country, insisted on the need for ñlaw and order,ò argued that immigration was changing the 
ñcharacterò of the United States and openly courted white supremacistsò.  
Though punishment was given on June 25, 2021 to the offender Derek Chauvin of 22 1/2 years in prisonða punishment that 
exceeded the stateôs minimum guidelines but falls short of prosecutorsô request of a 30-year sentence. However, the issue remains 
what Jenipher Camino Gonzalez raised in Systemic racism is the real óAmerican carnage: ñA majority of white Americans still 
cannot come to terms with what black people have known forever: Racism is systemic, systematic, and nowhere near gone. 
White America must step up not just for peace, but for justiceó. Hopefully, now that the 
era of Donald Trump has ended, his awful legacy dividing the great nation will not last long. 
The 9/11 type inquiry on Capitol Hill was still blocked by the Republicans. People get 
punished, hawkish presidents lose elections, but changing the thinking process takes 
decades.  

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/07/us-adds-turkey-list-countries-using-child-soldiers
https://www.npr.org/sections/trial-over-killing-of-george-floyd/2021/06/03/1002815551/chauvin-30-years-time-served-sentence-george-floyd-murder
https://www.dw.com/en/opinion-on-systemic-racism-and-police-violence-usa/a-53642476
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-57272756
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From the day of Trumpôs taking oath (January 20, 2017) to the inaugural speech of 46th President Joe Biden amidst deadly Covid-
19 endemic on January 21, 2021, Americans suffered immensely. Not only due to deadly coronavirus, but also due to 4-year criminal 
rule and the way matters pertaining to blacks and other minorities were handled. It was thus not surprising that Joe Biden in his 
inaugural speech said: ñThis is democracyõs dayó and that the US òhas much to do in this winter of peril, much to repairñ. 
David Smith of The Guardian rightly noted: óTrumpôs entire political identity was constructed around conflict. At the height of the 
demonstrations, he staged a bizarre photo op outside a church after law enforcement used tear gas to clear peaceful protesters 
outside the White House. In an unprecedented announcementé.General Mark Milley, the chairman of the joint chiefs of 
staff, apologised for taking partò.  
Nell Irvin Painter, author of Exodusters: Black Migration to Kansas After Reconstruction and The History of White People in an article, 
Trump revives the idea of a ôwhite manõs countryõ, Americaõs original sin,  published in The Guardian on July 20, 2019 noted 
that, ñJust as Trump has carried his just-happen-to-be-white into proud-to-be-white followers and into white nationalism, 
anti-Trump Americans must carry the nation in a saner direction. And just as Trumpôs racism calls up old themes in 
Americaôs history, anti-racists must now act on a history of their own, one sufficiently powerful to defeat Trumpism, as it 
defeated slavery, segregation and disfranchisement. 
The USA of Trump was different from what its founding fathers conceived. But it was also not close to George W. Bush Jr. who tried 
to make the USA a hegemonic state committed to waging wars for oil, drugs and weapons with Dick Cheney and the late Donald 
Rumsfeld, who died on June 29, 2021. Trump, committed all possible sins but above all converted America into óLand of Conflictsò. 
The day Bush was installed as president of USA in 2000 by a 5-4 vote of the US Supreme Court, Zalmay Khalilzad headed the Bush-
Cheney transition team for the Defence Department and advised incoming Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, USA became a 
different stateðcaptive in the hands of hawkish war mongersðsuch was never dreamt of by its founder fathers, nor the people. At 
that point, only a few commentaries in the American media unveiled the military campaign of Bush-Cheney, including the San 
Francisco Chronicle on September 26, 2001 as its staff writer Frank Viviano, observed: ñThe hidden stakes in the war against 
terrorism can be summed up in a single word: oil. The map of terrorist sanctuaries and targets in the Middle East and 
Central Asia is also, to an extraordinary degree, a map of the worldõs principal energy sources in the 21st centuryéIt is 
inevitable that the war against terrorism will be seen by many as a war on behalf of Americaõs Chevron, Exxon, and Arco; 
Franceõs TotalFinaElf; British Petroleum; Royal Dutch Shell and other multinational giants, which have hundreds of billions 
of dollars of investment in the region.ó  
Later events testify his point. The invasion of Iraq by US and its allies using the myth of weapons of mass destruction [which was 
just a hoax] and appointment of Khalilzad as US Ambassador proved beyond any doubt that the reality of ówar against terrorismô was 
nothing but quest for OIL. Donald L. Barlett and James B. Steele [TIME, May 19, 2003] remarkably exposed the dark side of American 
oil policy from classified government documents and oil industry memos, involving a pair of Iraqôs neighbours, Iran and Afghanistan.  
The USA first changed from enviable democracy to a fanatic state under Bush-Cheney and then to óLand of Hatred and Racismô 
under Trump. On both occasions, the state made subservient to billionaires, running all kinds of businesses, especially oil, arms and 
drugs, who know how to move money from one part of the world to another, buy government functionaries, control politicians, law 
enforcement officials and get the profits they wantðall at the expense of innumerable poor and helpless people around the world.  
But the movement started for justice after the brutal killing of George Floyd at the hands of police and the victory of Joe Biden 
rekindled the hope that the people of the USA would regain justice for allðthe substance of democracy. The enlightened Americans 
undoubtedly deserve salutation. The country has produced in the modern era scholars like Edward W. Said and Noam Chomsky, 
who showed the world how one can struggle and expose those who exploit others for their petty interests. The great historic tradition 
of resistance against injustice by the majority of Americans, a vibrant nation, and their ongoing movement against racism at its heart 
is to end economic exploitation, war hysteria and achieve equality for all human beings beyond class and race. The USA under Joe 
Biden and his team from various origins can lead to a new America becoming inspiration for all those, who have been fighting against 
all forms of oppression and exploitation in any part of the world.  
The real test of American nation will now be how to avert the start of biological warfare and improve its relations with Russia, China, 
Iran and Pakistan. The Hindutva of Modi must be denounced and atrocities at state level in India or any part of the worldðmay it be 
Kashmir, Israel-occupied Palestine or wherever rights of the weak and minorities are violated without any exception on economic 
and political interests. Americans have a long history of standing with the victims of atrocities and ethnic cleansings or genocides on 
any grounds. This I personally discussed in a one-to-one meeting with Richard Charles 
Albert Holbrooke during my visit to Washington in 2010 after he was made Special Envoy 
for Afghanistan and Pakistan. I appreciated him for playing a vital role in helping to stop the 
genocide of Muslims in Bosnia Herzegovina. We discussed the exit of Americans from 
Afghanistan while ensuring peace and tranquility in the region. The details I will write in my 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/12/he-just-doesnt-get-it-has-trump-been-left-behind-by-americas-awakening-on-racism
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jul/20/as-donald-trump-revives-racism-struggle-against-it-gathers-momentum
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-11992739
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new book New Great Game and its ramifications, glimpsed were highlighted in Friend for all seasons, Narratives, May 8, 2021 and 
Phony wars, Daily Times, June 25, 2017.   
It is hoped that Joe Biden has evaluated the ramifications of leaving Afghanistan to Taliban/Daesh and allowing Tehreek-i-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) and similar networks in Pakistan or elsewhere to destabilise the entire areas. It can be an irreparable mistake, more 
dangerous than earlier one as explained in Taliban, Americans, terrorism & drug trade, Business Recorder, June 25, 2021 and 
Hidden agenda & òdealó with TalibanñI, Business Recorder, September 11, 2020 and Hidden agenda & òdealó with Talibanñ
II, Business Recorder, September 13, 2020. 
Misha Ketchell in his write-up aptly concludes: The American story is indeed the story of a heroic perennial battle between 
good (light and unity) and evil (darkness and division), between idealism (what we must be) and the sometimes òharsh ugly 
realityó that has òlong torn the country apart.ó Biden called it once again a òtime of testing,ó òour historic moment of crisis 
and challenge,ó a chance to òcome out stronger for it.ò Joe Biden has a historic chance to come out stronger and successful 
from Afghanistan and unlike his predecessors avoid pushing the region into another dark era.  
 
Dr. Ikramul Haq, Advocate Supreme Court, specializes in constitutional, corporate, media, IT, intellectual property, 

arbitration and international tax laws. He established Huzaima & Ikram in 1996 and is presently its chief partner as 

well as partner in Huzaima Ikram & Ijaz. He studied journalism, English literature and law. He is Chief Editor of 

Taxation.  He is Visiting Faculty at Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) and member Advisory Board 

and Visiting Senior Fellow of Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE).  

 

EDITORõS COMMENT: It is very easy to judge others but very difficult to judge what is happening in your own nest! 

 

Ukraine ð O tempora, o mores! 

 Simply ridiculous! 

 

 

 

https://narratives.com.pk/special-report/friend-for-all-seasons/
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40102816/taliban-americans-terrorism-drug-trade
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40017964
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40018318
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40018318
https://theconversation.com/joe-bidens-inaugural-speech-a-return-to-normalcy-154124

